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not tell how to digest it that which he forced from me in 
my sickness at Gravesend. 

Before the sealing hereof I was necessitated to draw a 
bill on thee for 20 ft f)ble at 20 da to Q-eorge Thorp, which 
I was very unwilling to doe but it was to stop a gap, which 
I could not doe otherwise, so I must desire Alexander 
Parker to stay for 20 ft till I can send farther effects. 



THE LANCASTEK ASSEMBLY OF 1780. 

BY D. MON. STAUFFEK. 

The list of subscribers to the Lancaster Assembly of 1780, 
given below, has been hidden for a century and more among 
the papers of an old family of the borough, and is now first 
published. It possesses interest in the names still familiar 
in the town and county, and as showing that even in the 
dark days of the Revolution there were still some residents 
of the old borough who could not entirely forego the de- 
lights of social intercourse. The letter of protest which fol- 
lows presents the views of certain others of the inhabitants, 
and it was well-meant and courageously expressed, even if 
it did not carry conviction to the hearts of their gayer 
fellow-citizens : 

Edward Hand, Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. Hand, Jasper Yeates, 
Mrs. Yeates, Matthias Slough, Mrs. Slough, Miss Barr, 
George Boss, Mrs. George Ross, "William Parr, Mrs. Parr, 
Miss Parr, Miss P. Parr, John Witmer, Mrs. Witmer, An- 
drew Graff', Mrs. Graff, George Graff, Mrs. George Graff, 
Jacob Ziegler, James Ross, Mrs. James Ross, Frederick 
Kuhn, Paul Zantzinger, Mrs. Zantzinger, William Barton, 
John Hubley, Mrs. John Hubley, Joseph Hubley, Christo- 
pher Wirtz, Mrs. Wirtz, Miss Wirtz, Charles Hamilton, 
Mrs. Hamilton, Miss Hickenson, Henry Stuber, Mrs. Stu- 
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ber, William Wirtz, Mrs. W. "Wirtz, Frederick Hubley, Mrs. 
Frederick Hubley, Jacob Graff, Mrs. Jacob Graff, Jacob 
Hubley, Kobert Purdy, Mrs. Purdy, Jobn Offner, Mrs. Off- 
ner, Jacob Baily, Mrs. Baily, Miss Baily, Thomas Cuth- 
bert, Mrs. Cuthbert, Miss Cuthbert, Sebastian Graff, Mrs. 
Sebastian Graff, Miss Conner, Miss Betsey Conner, Miss 
Hart, Miss Hubley, Miss Sabina Hubley, Miss Wright, Miss 
Bethel, Miss Plunkett. 

In the above list, the name at its head is that of General 
Hand, who must have been then temporarily at his home in 
Lancaster, for his military service seems to have been con- 
tinuous to the close of the war at Yorktown, and in August, 
1780, he was assigned to the command of one of the bri- 
gades of light infantry then formed. He married Margaret 
Ewing. Judge Yeates is too well known to need further 
mention. Matthias Slough for many years was an inn- 
keeper at the southwest corner of Centre Square, and his 
house was the one at which these assemblies were usually 
held. George Ross and James Ross were the sons of the 
signer of the Declaration of Independence, the elder Ross 
having died in July, 1779. William Parr was a lawyer in 
Lancaster and Philadelphia, having been admitted to the bar 
as early as 1752. The Graffs were a prominent family in 
the borough, and the Sebastian, near the foot of the list, 
was the father probably of the others named ; he built the 
house on North Queen and Orange, known as Shober's 
Hotel. 

Frederick Kuhn was a doctor, and the son of Dr. Adam 
Simon Kuhn, one time burgess of Lancaster, and a man of 
very considerable influence in the old town. Paul Zantzin- 
ger was also prominent as a merchant and a wealthy citizen. 
William Barton was the oldest son of the Rev. Thomas Bar- 
ton, long time rector of St. James' Episcopal Church, and 
who married Esther, the sister of the celebrated David 
Rittenhouse. 

The Hubleys — John, Joseph, Jacob, and Frederick — were 
the sons of Bernard and Michael Hubley, who came to Lan- 
caster about 1735-40 ; John Hubley studied law with Ed- 
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ward Shippen, and was admitted to the bar in 1769 ; he held 
many public offices of trust. Of the others little is known, 
save that their names frequently appear on the early records 
of Lancaster borough. 

But there were others in Lancaster who entered an earnest 
protest against these, to them unseemly routes and balls ; 
and from the same mass of papers in which the assembly 
list has been preserved so many years comes a letter from 
two men honored in the community, who express them- 
selves as follows upon this subject of a similar ball two years 
earlier in date than that above given : 

" Lancasteb, the 8th day of Feb. 1778. 

" Sir : "We are much obliged to you for the Honor you 
intended by inviting us to the Company of the Gentlemen 
within this Town, or to your Ball. But as we think it to 
be quite contrary to the Character of Ministers of Christ to 
appear at such Places, you will excuse our not Complying 
with your Desire. The Rest of our Reasons for acting in 
this Manner you will see in the Sentiments inclosed. And 
we can assure you with a great Deal of Certainty that the 
most part of the Members of our Congregations are of the 
same mind with us, and you know that they compose the 
greatest numbers of the Inhabitants of this Town. The 
English is not our Mother Tongue, you will find therefore 
many Faults in consisting with the Idiom of the same ; but 
we know you are too much of a gentleman than to exhaust 
your Wit about such Trifles. We mean no Insult to you, 
or any of the Gentlemen, it is the true Language of an un- 
designing & feeling Heart we speak, they are the Dictates 
of our Conscience. You are therefore at Liberty to let your 
Company see, hear or read the inclosed lines. We hope 
you are no Enemy to the Word of God. Open then your 
Bible and read with a due Attention what you find : James 
C, 4. v, 8, 9; Chap. 5, v. 1, 5; Ecclesiast., C, 2, v. 1, 2; 1 
Corinth. C. 10, v, 6, 7, 9, 11 ; Luc. 21, v, 34, 35, and be as- 
sured that this is & will be the true Word of the most High, 
who will at his own Time more powerfully manifest it as 
such, to the unbelieving as well as to his Believers. We 
have the Honor to subscribe ourselves 

" Your most humble and most obedient servants, 
(Signed) "Henry Helmtjth, 

" Albert Helphenstone." 
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The " Sentiments Inclosed" were as follows : 

" To any it may concern. 

" There is no need to make a long Detail of the great 
Misery of our present Times. The most bloody and un- 
natural War rages in this Country. Both Armys have 
erected their Standards in our Neighborhood, and Spread 
Death and Ruin around them. Many Thousands have lost 
their Lives already. And how many walk about Sickly, 
wounded and lame ? who are held up as mirriours of misery 
before our Eyes. A most dangerous & infectious Sickness (the 
natural consequence of War) brings Death exceeding near to 
us. The Relicts of some ruined Familys beg their Bread at 
our Doors. Others in the Power of the Enemy, groan under 
their oppressions — and many die a lingering and cruel Death 
from Hunger and Cold in the most loathsome places of a Gaol. 
It is one of the Prerogatives of Mankind by which they are 
distinguished from irrational beings, to have a Sense of 
Compassion at the Distress of their Eellow Creatures ; the 
Sight, the Knowledge of it, creates generally a Sort of 
tender Uneasiness and Trouble which render Sportfull Di- 
versions distasteful and unpleasant to the Mind. How strange 
then is it for men, to play away in this Time of Distress, 
Whole Hours and Nights in Companys, where they feast 
perhaps to Excess, play and dance. How to account for 
such Behaviour we hardly Enow, for it is certain Heathens 
would not act worse ; and how much more unbecoming it 
is for such who call themselves Professors of the Religion 
of our tender and most compassionate Saviour. The 
Thoughtless may place us on the Wrong side of the Ques- 
tion in making such a warr about their innocent Diversions, 
as they call them. But if we err, a very venerable Body of 
our Legislative Power keeps us company. It is well known 
that Congress has resolved that such Diversions should sub- 
side during the present calamitys. And if the Precepts of 
Christianity, human Compassion and Feeling have no weight 
with you, you at least should so much Discretion as to make 
others think you unfriendly to the Cause of your Country, 
by resisting openly what your Superiors so earnestly & 
wisely have recommended you. Retire for a moment from 
your Vanity! and we hope Arguments of more Weight 
will be suggested within your own Breasts against this very 
unbecoming Behaviour. That this may be the case is the 
earnest wish of 

(Signed) " Philanthrope " 
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The Rev. Henry Helmuth, who wrote both the above 
letter and its enclosure, was at the time pastor of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Lancaster. He was an able and a good 
man, one of the last of the twelve Lutheran ministers sent 
over from Halle before the Revolution, and in the year 
following the date of his letter was transferred to St. Mi- 
chael's Church in Philadelphia, where he afterwards became 
Professor of the German and Oriental Languages in the 
University of Pennsylvania. He died in 1825, in the 
eightieth year of his age. The Rev. Albert Helphenstein, 
or Helphensfcme, as he translated it in his signature, was also 
a Lutheran clergyman, we believe, though we know little 
about him. 1 

1 [The Eev. John Conrad Albert Helfenstein was an eminent clergy- 
man of the German Eeformed, and not the Lutheran church. He was 
born at Moszbach, in the Palatinate, February 16, 1748. Graduating 
from the University of Heidelberg, he was ordained, and sent to America 
in 1772. His first charge was the congregation in Germantown, where 
he labored until 1775, when he became pastor at Lancaster. In 1779 he 
was recalled to the Germantown congregation, and died there May 17, 
1790.— Ed.] 



